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Foreword. 


About fifteen years ago, the D. A.-V. College 
Research Department, Lahore, undertook the work 
of editing and bringing out the N,-W. Recension of 
the Adi-Kavya of Aryavarta. Due to paucity of 
funds, however, the progress has been very slow. 
Indeed, when towards the end of 1927, the Ayodhya- 
Kanda had been done, the difficulty to continue the 
work was being considered insuperable. The situa- 
tion was, however, saved by the timely help of the 
Government which was duly acknowledged in the 
preface to the Bala-kanda, published in 1931- But 
the hope expressed therein in regard to the continuity 
of the governmental subvention was not fulfilled with 
the result that it has again taken full four years to 
place the present volume in the hands of our readers. 

I began editorial work on the Aranya-Kanda 
towards middle of December last, The draft- 
collation of tfee, whole text and the printing of the 
first 256 pages of the same had already been done 
under tTie"8Upervision of my predecessor in office, 
Pandit iBhagavad Datta, B, A. I, for my part, have 
thoroughly revised and checked the last 156 pages 
of the text, 'As " many as thirteen appendices have 
also been added at the end to facilitate and deepen 
further studies in the Ramayana. Of these, special 
attention has to be drawn to Nos. 10, 11 and 12 wherein 
figures of speech, peculiar grammatical forms 
and metrical irregularities as found in the text have 
respectively been noted. No. 13 comprises an an- 
thology of Valamiki’s wisdom as reflected in the pages 
of the present volume. And, lastly, an apology is 


due to the readers for the presence of many blemishes 
of textual constitution as well as oversights of proof- 
reading. It may, however, aflFord some satisfaction to 
them to note that necessary corrections have been 
supplied in the end. 


Main assistance in the production of this volume 
has been given by Pandit Prema-Nidhi Shastri. 
Pandit Pitambara Shastri has likewise been assisting 
in the preparation of the appendices and correclioa of 
nrnofs. I am grateful to them for this co-operation. 
I also thank Pandit Bbim Deva Shastri, M. A., M. 0. 
L Pandit Natbn Ram Shastri, Pandit Shiva Datta 
Shastri, and Pandit Ganeshamani Shastri, my as- 
sistants' of the Vishveshvaranand Research Institute, 
for having been helpful in many ways in connection 
with the present work. 

Out of the ten Mss. used in our edition of the 
Bala-kanda, three, namely, ‘l’, ‘a/ and V have not 
teen available tor the present work 01 the rema.n - 

ing ones, namely, sR , , ^ 5^5 f" ; ® f . 7 v ^ • 

(—» ‘gi’ have been referred to here as 3 , n , and 

‘S’’ respectively. iNnother Ms which has been used 
here closely resembles in its textual constitutipn 
and the form of its readings and, also, m its affinity 
to the Bengal Recension. The number of Cantos as 
mven herein is 77 instead of 82. This is due to the 
fact that it counts Oantos 13 and 14, 2d and 21, 29 
tnd 30 34 and 35 and 77 and continuously as 
single ones. It was procured from Ohiniot (Panjab) 
and is very old. It is in old Nagari and its readings 
on account of their clearness and correctness have not 
unoften a definite advantage over those found else- 
where. 


Lah yisHVA-BANDHU ShASTRI 
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